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We are a Branch of the People of God, Rooted in Christ,
Growing and Maturing together, Reaching out to others in Love. e

First Baptist Church Salina, Kansas March 10, 2010
“REALITY CHECK AND LENT”

Picture this. You’re lying under a palm tree beside a beautiful blue sparkling body of water
on a secluded Hawaiian Island. The soft, warm sand under your body is therapeutic and you
relax to a peaceful, tranquil quiet. The serene lull of the ocean waves splash softly against the
shore as a fine mist rests on your untroubled tanning body. “Is this heaven?” you ask.
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Just then a voice from your weather band announces, “Canadian cold front to produce frigid
temperatures statewide.” Your mind does a reality check. No, this is Kansas!

Reality checks are helpful. They bring to focus in our mind’s eye the way things really are —
not the way we often picture them to be.

Occasionally one of our kids will say, “Come on Dad, this is 2010!” It’s their way of trying
to modernize my thinking in an area, to help me better see from their perspective. “I know
what year it is!,” I tell them. Usually, I’'m right. But, it doesn’t hurt to take my own time-out
and listen to where they are coming from. It could be a teachable moment for them, and oh
yes, for me. Lent is a good time for reality checks. God’s Word helps us line up our lives
with the Living Word.

I love Jesus’ prayer in John 17. It indicates we have one foot in heaven and one in the world,
so to speak. He says, “I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to
protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to
the world” (vs. 15-16). 1 Peter 2:11 says, “Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain
from the desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul.” And finally, from 1 John
4:15-16, “So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so
are we in this world. ”

I would love to be in Hawaii (Paradise) right about now. A reality check of my pocketbook
says, “You’re dreaming, Rev.!” Hawaii’s out. But we can envision this scene:

“And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands and
thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power
and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.” Rev. 5:11-12
Come, Lord Jesus,
Pastor Steve
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Attendance - March 10, 2010

Worship 122

Sunday School 48

10:52 32
Support Our Troops

We will be packing boxes on Monday, April
5th to send overseas to our troops. A
complete list of requested supplies can be
found on the "Soldier Table" outside of
Fellowship Hall. Please note that NO
CHOCOLATE can be sent this time, or
anything else that is heat sensitive.

Service Ministry- Easter Eqg Hunt
Our Service Ministry will be hosting an
Easter Egg hunt in just a few weeks. To get
ready for this, we would appreciate
donations of individually wrapped candy
that can be put in the plastic eggs. More
information about the hunt will be coming.

Grief Group
First meeting will be Monday, March 29

(not March 22!)
at 7:00 p.m. in the FBC Parlor
You still have time to become a part of the
new "Grief Group" that is being led by Rev.
Dan Castillo. If you're interested, or need
additional information, contact Pastor Dan
(822-4779), the church office (825-4643) or
visit with Pastor Steve or Pastor Kevin.

Lilies for Easter
Place your order for lilies on Sunday
morning during Friendship. The last Sunday
to order will be March 21%. The lilies will
brighten our sanctuary on Easter morning
and can be taken home after the Easter
service.

Church Finances (2010)

Budgeted for March: $21,600.00
Received for March: 4,952.15
Balance for March: - $16,647.85

America for Christ Offering
$153.00

SAVE THE DATE!

May 24- 28th 5§
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. &

Prayerfully consider how you may be a

part of this outreach ministry.

You're Invited!

Please join us for a
Baby Shower honoring
Christian (Gay) Bishop

Sunday, March 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Manhattan, KS
RSVP by March 19 to
Heather (785.456.4857) or
Shawna (785.341.2887)

(The complete invitation can be seen in the
church office.)

2010 Community Lenten Lunches
Lunch served 11:45a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
(A Free-Will offering covers cost)
First United Methodist Church
Featured Speaker on March 17" -
Pastor Steve Fagerburg
RSVP to 825-0228 by noon
on Monday, March 15

Please Pray for...
Richard Janssen - cancer/surgery
Christy Salmans - surgery
Lillie Stith - moving to Salina
Dianne McBride - surgery

Thank You

The family of Geraldine Sherraden wishes to
express their thanks to the many members of
the First Baptist Church who helped with her
memorial service. Special thanks to Pastor
Kevin, Carol Colby, Jeannine Castillo, Janet
Swenson, Jerry and Martha Suttle, Steve and
Linda Caselman, and the many people who
assisted with the dinner and reception. We
deeply appreciated your assistance and care
as once again First Baptist Church felt like
home.

Family Night Activities
Just a reminder that our Family Night
Activities:

Meal Awana
Gibbous AND Choir
will not be held on Wednesday, March 17,
as this is Spring Break. We will resume all
activities on Wednesday, March 24. See you
then!

Attention ALL Seniors!
NO! Not high school seniors!
ALL Senior Adults - You're invited to a
special lunch on Friday, March 19 at
noon, at First Baptist Church. Be
sure to RSVP to Alma Webster or the
church office. If you're unable to
come for lunch we hope that you will
still join us for fun and fellowship
after the meal.
An offering will be taken to help cover
the cost of the meal.

Time Change!
Don't forget to set . your clocks
AHEAD one hour %M\?f‘ * before going to
bed this Saturday. |+, . Remember to

Spring Forward! %

THE LORD'S DAY
Sunday, March 14, 2010

Message: Pastor Steve
"The Cross We Do Not Want To See™
Old Testament - Psalm 18:1-19
New Testament - Mark 15:21-32

Door Greeters: James & Mary Mize

Frank & Carol Mercurio
Worship Leader: Rev. Dan Castillo
Lenten Candles: Dan & Jeannine Castillo
Friendship: Jim & Alta Rabourn

Next Sunday, March 21, 2010
Door Greeters: Colby, Hazelton

Worship Leader: D. Martinitz
Lenten Candles: Caselman
Friendship: Caselman

This Week at First Baptist Church

Sunday, March 14, 2010
9:00 a.m. - Elders meet for prayer
9:30 a.m. - Worship
10:30 a.m. - Friendship
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School
10:52 a.m. - "10:52"
Monday, March 15
6:15 p.m. - Weight Watchers
Tuesday, March 16
9:15 a.m. - Weight Watchers
Wednesday, March 17
St. Patrick's Day
11:45 a.m. - Pastor Steve at
First United Methodist
Spring Break:
No Family Night Activities
Thursday, March 18
6:00 p.m. - Trustee Work Night
Friday, March 19
12:00 p.m. - Sr. Adult Lunch




